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(54) DOCUMENT RETRIEVAL DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a proper relative word 
matching the intention of a user and to perform document retrieval 
operation more efficiently in the document retrieval device which 
develops a key word into a word related to the key word such as a 
synonym and retrieves document data by using this relative word, 
when the document data is retrieved from the key word. 
SOLUTION: The key word is inputted through a key word input means 
1 00 and relativity conditions such as the range of relativity of a 
relative word group to be expanded are inputted through a relativity 
condition input means 1 1 0. A relative word expanding process means 
1 30 extracts the relative word group including the key word from a 
relative word information storage means 1 30. Each relative word 
group as a set of words such as synonyms has a characteristic 
relativity value showing the degree of relation among the relative 
words belonging to the group. A relative word expanding process 
means 130 checks whether or not the relativity of the said extracted 
relative word group meets the conditions of relativity specified by the 
relativity condition input means 1 1 0. When the conditions are met, a 
word belonging to the relative word group is used as a retrieval word 
for retrieval by a retrieval processing means 1 50. 
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